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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 208

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 216

Unit 12 • Session 4

Unit 12 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1 Kings 11–12

STORY POINT:  
God divided Israel into two 

kingdoms because Solomon sinned.

KEY PASSAGE:  
James 1:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What does God know? God knows 
everything about the past, present, 

and future.

The Kingdom 
Divided
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Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
King Solomon loved God. He received wisdom from the Lord and was 
dedicated to building His temple. But early on, we see hints that Solomon’s 
heart was not completely devoted to God. He married foreign wives who 
turned Solomon’s heart away from God. (1 Kings 11:4)

Solomon gradually abandoned what he had believed. Israel had a history 
of turning away from God, and Solomon was no exception.

God was angry with Solomon. He had warned him twice not to turn to 
false gods. God planned to discipline Solomon by taking the kingdom 
away from his family. God was going to take the kingdom from Solomon’s 
son Rehoboam—every tribe except for one. God graciously left one tribe 
for Rehoboam, keeping the promise He made to David. (See 2 Sam. 7:16.)

God set apart Jeroboam, one of Solomon’s servants, to become leader over 
10 tribes of Israel. Parts of the tribe of Benjamin followed Jeroboam, and 
some followed Rehoboam. When Solomon died, all of Israel gathered to 
make Rehoboam their new king. They asked Rehoboam to lighten the 
burden of service Solomon had given them, but Rehoboam refused. In 
fact, he promised to make their work even harder.

Israel rebelled against Rehoboam and made Jeroboam king. Only the tribe 
of Judah stayed with Rehoboam. So the kingdom was divided into two 
kingdoms—the Northern Kingdom was called Israel (ruled by Jeroboam) 
and the Southern Kingdom was called Judah (ruled by Rehoboam).

Every king failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God had a plan to send 
them a better king, a perfect king. God would use the house of David—
the single tribe He reserved for Rehoboam—to bring into the world His 
Son, Jesus, to become King over all of God’s people forever and lead them 
back to God.
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The Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 11–12

King Solomon loved God, but he did not love God with his 
whole heart. Solomon had hundreds of wives, and many of them 
were from other nations. Solomon’s wives turned him away from God, 

and he began to worship the false gods that his wives 
worshiped.

God was angry. God said to 
Solomon, “Since you have done 

this, I will take the kingdom 
away from you. You will be king 

the rest of your life, but when 
your son becomes king, he 
will lose everything except 
for one tribe.”

When Solomon died, his 
son Rehoboam (REE huh 
boh uhm) became king. 
The people told Rehoboam, 

“Your father, Solomon, made 
us work too hard. We will 

gladly serve you if you make 
our work easier.”
Rehoboam thought about it and 

asked his father’s friends for advice. “Be 
kind to the workers and they will work for 

you forever,” they said. But Rehoboam ignored 
that advice. He asked his own friends what he should 

do. Rehoboam listened to his friends and told the workers, “My 
father did not make you work hard enough! I’ll make you work even 
harder!”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw figures: 
Help kids distinguish 
Bible people by 
drawing figures and 
labeling each person 
on a chalkboard or 
dry erase board—
Solomon, Rehoboam, 
and Jeroboam.

• Display a map: 
Show a map of 
the tribes of Israel 
or show the Old 
Testament Kingdoms 
Map from the Small 
Group Timeline and 
Map Set (005802970). 
Point out the split of 
the kingdom into the 
Southern Kingdom 
of Judah and the 
Northern Kingdom 
of Israel.

The BIBLE Story

204 Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 12 • Session 4

Book 1.indb   204 11/27/18   9:31 AM

© 2019 LifeWay



The Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 11–12

King Solomon loved God, but he did not love God with his 
whole heart. Solomon had hundreds of wives, and many of them 
were from other nations. Solomon’s wives turned him away from God, 

and he began to worship the false gods that his wives 
worshiped.

God was angry. God said to 
Solomon, “Since you have done 

this, I will take the kingdom 
away from you. You will be king 

the rest of your life, but when 
your son becomes king, he 
will lose everything except 
for one tribe.”

When Solomon died, his 
son Rehoboam (REE huh 
boh uhm) became king. 
The people told Rehoboam, 

“Your father, Solomon, made 
us work too hard. We will 

gladly serve you if you make 
our work easier.”
Rehoboam thought about it and 

asked his father’s friends for advice. “Be 
kind to the workers and they will work for 

you forever,” they said. But Rehoboam ignored 
that advice. He asked his own friends what he should 

do. Rehoboam listened to his friends and told the workers, “My 
father did not make you work hard enough! I’ll make you work even 
harder!”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw figures: 
Help kids distinguish 
Bible people by 
drawing figures and 
labeling each person 
on a chalkboard or 
dry erase board—
Solomon, Rehoboam, 
and Jeroboam.

• Display a map: 
Show a map of 
the tribes of Israel 
or show the Old 
Testament Kingdoms 
Map from the Small 
Group Timeline and 
Map Set (005802970). 
Point out the split of 
the kingdom into the 
Southern Kingdom 
of Judah and the 
Northern Kingdom 
of Israel.

The people did not want to serve a king like 
Rehoboam, so they made Jeroboam (JER uh boh uhm) 
king. Jeroboam had been one of Solomon’s officials. Now 
he was king of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Only 
one tribe remained under Rehoboam’s rule, and that was 
the Southern Kingdom of Judah.

Rehoboam did not like being king of only one tribe. 
He planned to attack the northern kingdom of Israel, but 
God sent a prophet to stop him. The prophet had a message 
from God: “Do not fight them; the people of Israel are part 
of your family. I am the Lord, and I am in control of what 
is happening.” So Rehoboam went home.

Now Jeroboam was the king of Israel, but he wasn’t a 
good king. When the people of Israel traveled to Jerusalem 
to worship God at the temple, Jeroboam worried that 
they would start thinking of Rehoboam as their leader. 
So Jeroboam made two golden calves and told the people, 
“Going to Jerusalem is too difficult for you. Here are your 
gods who brought you up from the land of Egypt. You can 
worship them!”

What Jeroboam did was a sin! Those calves did not 
lead God’s people out of Egypt; God led His people out of 
Egypt. Jeroboam led all the people to worship the false 
gods instead of the one true God.

Christ Connection: King Solomon failed to lead God’s 
people perfectly. God’s people needed a better king, a perfect 
king! Through David’s family, God would send His own Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King over God’s people forever. Jesus 
is greater than Solomon. Jesus brings His people together and 
leads them back to God.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
STORY POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon 

sinned.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything 

about the past, present, and future.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about what they 
do when they don’t get along with someone else. How does 
conflict make them feel?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Past, Present, Future” on the 
activity page. Guide kids to draw pictures of themselves in 
the past, present, and future. Then guide them to answer 
the questions about what they wish they had known in the 
past, what they wish they knew now, and what they hope to 
know in the future.
SAY • What do you think you will look like in the future? 

Where do you think you will live? God’s people, the 
Israelites, might have had some ideas about what 
their future would look like, but only God knew 
for certain what was ahead of them. Today we will 
find out what happened when Solomon turned 
away from God—the only One who knows the past, 
present, and future.

• “Past, Present, 
Future” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Crowd favorites
Choose three or four volunteers. Name a category and 
invite each volunteer to announce a choice that fits the 
category. (Examples: ice cream flavors, musicians, movies)

When kids finish, tell the class they will choose a winner 
by applause. The choice that earns the loudest applause 
wins. Stand next to the first volunteer while kids applaud. 
Move to the next volunteer and let kids applaud. Repeat 
with remaining volunteers and declare a winner. 

If time allows, play again with a new category.
SAY • You clapped loudest for the choice you loved the 

most. If you love something with your whole heart, 
it shows! In the Bible story we will hear today, it was 
obvious that King Solomon did not love God with 
his whole heart. Let’s find out what happened.

OPTION 2: Piece it together
Print a copy of the Bible story picture poster. Cut it into 
strips, at least one strip per kid. Determine the number of 
strips based on the age and size of your group.

Challenge kids to work together to assemble the picture. 
Provide tape for kids to connect the strips. Hold up an 
uncut copy of the Bible story picture.
SAY • What do you think is happening in the picture? Some 

of these people look pretty upset. Who in this picture 
do you think is in charge? Does the king look like a 
good king or a bad king? Today we are going to hear 
a story from the Bible that will tell us just what was 
happening in this picture.

Transition to teach the story

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster, 2 copies

• scissors
• tape (optional)
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a polo shirt, khaki pants, and a name 
tag. He or she carries a small container and a picture of a 
mouse skeleton. A Bible is positioned on a stool or table nearby.]
LEADER • Hi, everyone! Dr. [your last name] here. I have to 

warn you, what is in this container is kind of gross 
but really cool! As you might remember, this is Owl 
Awareness Month. I want to make you aware of 
something that owls do when they eat their food: 
they swallow it whole! Well, at least the smaller food 
like rodents and birds. Obviously, there are parts of 
that kind of food that owls can’t digest—fur, bones, 
feathers, and teeth. So all that stuff gets coughed 
back up in a tight ball called an “owl pellet.” 

Scientists can look through these owl pellets and 
find out what an owl ate. [Set down the container and 
hold up the picture of the mouse skeleton.] Sometimes 
they can even piece together a whole skeleton! 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• small container
• picture of a mouse 

skeleton
• Bible

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
STORY POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon 

sinned.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything 

about the past, present, and future.
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[Set down the picture and pick up the Bible.] I’m 
going to set all this aside for now and tell you one 
more story from the Bible about King Solomon. 
What one word would you use to describe Solomon? 
[Allow kids to respond.] When I think of King 
Solomon, I think of the word wise. But as we will see 
in our story today, Solomon wasn’t a perfect king. He 
made some pretty foolish choices. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • First, I need someone to tell me our big picture 
question. [Call on a volunteer to respond.] That’s 
right: What does God know? Let’s all say the answer 
together. God knows everything about the [hold 
up 1, 2, and 3 fingers] past, present, and future. 
Something surprising happens in today’s Bible 
story. Keep in mind that it wasn’t surprising to 
God. Because what does God know? God knows 
everything about the past, present, and future.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Exciting things were happening under Solomon’s 

reign. God had given Solomon wisdom to lead the 
Israelites. We can read some of Solomon’s wisdom in 
the Bible; check out Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; and Song 
of Songs. Israel experienced a time of peace, and God 
led His people to build a temple where He would 
dwell with them. God made a promise to Solomon: 
If Solomon would obey His commands, then God 
would keep His promise to live among the Israelites 

• Giant Timeline
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and to not leave His people.
Today’s Bible story is called “The Kingdom 

Divided.” Uh-oh. That does not sound like 
something that would happen to a king who obeyed 
God’s commands. Listen closely to find out what 
happened.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Kings 11–12. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “The Kingdom 
Divided.”
LEADER • God divided Israel into two kingdoms because 

Solomon sinned. The two kingdoms were named 
Israel and Judah. Can you guess why Israel was called 
the Northern Kingdom? [Allow kids to respond.] 
The tribes in the northern part of the land made 
up that kingdom. The tribe of Judah was located 
in the southern part of the kingdom. Can you 
guess what it was called? (the Southern Kingdom) 
Solomon’s son Rehoboam became the king of the 
Southern Kingdom—Judah. Jeroboam, one of 
Solomon’s officials, became the king of the Northern 
Kingdom—Israel.

Did Rehoboam and Jeroboam worship and 
follow God? Well, Jeroboam built false idols for the 
people to worship instead of guiding the people to 
worship God. The Bible tells us later in the Book of 
1 Kings that while Rehoboam was king, the Israelites 
worshiped false idols. So Rehoboam wasn’t a good 
leader either. 

God’s people needed a leader who would lead 

• Bibles
• “The Kingdom 

Divided” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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them perfectly, a leader who would lead them to 
worship and follow God always. They needed a 
leader to lead them back to God. Had God given 
up on His people? No! What does God know? God 
knows everything about the past, present, and 
future. Through Rehoboam, God graciously kept the 
promise He made to David, that his kingdom would 
last forever.

Christ connection
LEADER • King Solomon failed to lead God’s people 

perfectly. God’s people needed a better king, a perfect 
king! Even though Solomon was not faithful to 
God, God was faithful to keep His promise to make 
David’s kingdom last forever.

Through David’s family, God would send His own 
Son, Jesus, to be a perfect King over God’s people 
forever. Jesus is greater than Solomon. Jesus brings 
His people together and leads them back to God.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 12, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about whether or not it matters how 
often they go to church. Guide them to discuss ways they 
can show their love for God.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • For the Mandrell family, being 
missionaries in Denver, Colorado, means asking God 
for wisdom in what to do and where to go to share 
the good news about His Son, Jesus, with people 
living in their city.

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 
213 to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make 
sure kids know 
when and where 
they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 12, Session 4” 
questions from kids 
video

• “Going West (Part 3)” 
missions video
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Many times, God gives them opportunities to 
invite people into their home and to their church. 
Watch this video to see how some people responded.

Show the “Going West (Part 3)” missions video.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together James 1:5.
LEADER • When we trust in ourselves and follow our own 

plans, we make foolish decisions. Remember these 
words from James 1:5 whenever you need wisdom.

Lead boys and girls to sing “If Any of You.”

Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 22:27-28.
LEADER • Earthly kings will fail us. God sent His own Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King over God’s people 
forever. He deserves our praise.

Sing together “Crown Him With Many Crowns.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for Your Word. We hear the 

story of Solomon’s sin dividing the kingdom, and we 
confess that our hearts are often distracted from You. 
You are always faithful. You keep Your promises and 
will not abandon us.

Thank You for sending Jesus to pay the price for 
our sin. We look forward to being in Your perfect 
Kingdom forever. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “If Any of You” song

• “Crown Him With 
Many Crowns” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
STORY POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon 

sinned.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything 

about the past, present, and future.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Display the key passage poster. Lead boys and girls in 
reading James 1:5 aloud together.

Form four groups and assign each group a phrase of the 
key passage. Point to each group to say its part of the key 
passage in order. Reassign phrases and repeat the activity a 
few times.
SAY • Can anyone say our key passage from memory? 

[Allow volunteers to recite James 1:5.] Great job! 
When we need wisdom, we can ask God. What does 
God know? God knows everything about the past, 
present, and future.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to 1 Kings 11. Explain that today’s Bible story comes from 
1 Kings 11–12. Choose a kid to read aloud 1 Kings 11:6.
SAY • King Solomon failed to lead God’s people perfectly. 

God divided Israel into two kingdoms because 
Solomon sinned. [Point out the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel (G4) and the Southern Kingdom of Judah 
(J3) on the Old Testament Kingdoms Map.] But 

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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Solomon’s failures didn’t ruin God’s plan. What does 
God know? God knows everything about the past, 
present, and future.

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why wasn’t Solomon the right king for God’s 

people? Lead kids to conclude that God’s people needed 
a better king—a perfect king! Help them recognize that 
through David’s family, God sent His own Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be a perfect King over God’s people forever. 
Jesus is greater than Solomon. Jesus brings His people 
together and leads them back to God. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Luke 11:31.)

2. What kinds of things distract you from God? Explain 
that Solomon disobeyed God’s law by collecting horses 
and chariots, silver and gold, and many wives. Worldly 
wealth, health, wisdom, fame, and power can distract us 
from God because we are tempted to trust in these things 
instead of trusting in God. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 20:7.)

3. What hope do we have even when our lives are 
turned upside down by sin? Guide kids to recognize 
that sin—our own or the sin of others—can have great 
consequences in our lives. In every situation, God is in 
control. Our hope is in God, who works everything for 
His glory and our good. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Prov. 16:4.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Be ready
Follow the instructions on the “Gospel Flashcards.” 

Distribute a set of cards to each kid. Invite them to color 
their cards. Then help them insert the binder ring.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• “Gospel Flashcards” 
printable

• Bibles
• crayons or markers
• hole punch
• 1-inch binder rings or 

lengths of ribbon, 
1 per kid
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Explain that these cards share the good news of the 
gospel. Look at the symbols and read their meaning to the 
group. Practice holding up a card and asking kids to share 
that part of the gospel. (God rules. We sinned. God provided. 
Jesus gives. We respond.)

Instruct kids to find a partner to practice sharing the 
gospel with each other. Give each partner time to go 
through the flashcards. Invite them to also look up the 
verses on each card to reinforce the gospel through God’s 
Word. Encourage kids to take their cards home to share 
God’s good news with their family and friends.
SAY • Being wise also means being ready. Like the Mandrell 

family in Denver, we can be ready to share the gospel 
with the people we meet. 

OPTION 2: Pass the crown
Instruct kids to sit in a circle. Give one player the crown. 
This player is It. Explain that you will announce a category 
(for example, “books of the Bible”) and then say “Pass the 
crown.” The player holding the crown should pass it to the 
next kid in the circle and begin naming five things that fit 
the category (Genesis; Exodus; Matthew; Mark; Romans).

The other players pass the crown quickly around the 
circle. The player holding the crown when the first player 
finishes answering is now It.

If the crown makes it around the circle before the first 
player finishes, he must answer another category. (Option: 
You may choose to allow the first player to choose another 
player to be It.) 

Categories: Old Testament books, New Testament 
books, people of the Bible, places in the Bible, words that 
begin with K, musical instruments, famous people, popular 

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• plastic or paper 
crown
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songs, and so forth. 
SAY • Saul was not the perfect king for God’s people. 

David was not the perfect king for God’s people. 
Solomon was not the perfect king for God’s people. 
God divided Israel into two kingdoms because 
Solomon sinned. To keep the promise He made to 
David, God graciously left one tribe (the tribe of 
Judah) for Solomon’s son Rehoboam. Through the 
tribe of Judah, David’s kingdom would last forever.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
asking God to draw kids’ hearts to Him. Pray that kids 
would trust Him over all earthly things.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Whooo Knows?” 
on the activity page. Kids should use the coordinates to find 
the words in the answer to the big picture question. 

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Whooo Knows?” 

activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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